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1 The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Japanese Patent 7-40645 in view of Lee et al 2003/0062334 (see paragraph 8). 
Japanese Patent -645 discloses making a polarizer by printing polarizing light material 
(ink 3) in a pattern onto a polarization base (substrate 2) and covering same with a layer 
of color ink (4). The primary reference essentially fails to teach that a stamp is used to 
form the pattern, the stamp having thereon the desired ink, and drying the polarizing 
light material to harden it. Concerning the latter aspect, it is conventional in the art to 
dry deposited inks and such clearly would have been an obvious addendum to the 
method of Japanese -645 to ensure that the ink does not run upon application of color 
layer 4. Lee et al discloses (see paragraph 8) that micro-contact printing employing a 
stamper to transfer a desired ink pattern onto a substrate is well known in the art. It 
certainly would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to employ known 
methods for ink/pattern transfer as taught in Lee et al to perform the printing of the 
primary reference. Employing a dichroic or birefringent material as the ink in Japanese 
-645 would have been obvious dependent on the exact optical effect desired for the 
polarizer. Drying as set forth in instant claims 5 and 6 is conventional in the art and in 
fact one or the other would be resultant from the combination as applied. 
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2. Claims 7-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Japanese Patent 7-40645 in view of Lee et al 2003/0062334 (see paragraph 8) and 
Kumar et al (see Fig. 1a). 

Japanese -645 and Lee et al are applied for reasons of record as set forth in paragraph 
1, supra, the references essentially failing to teach the aspect of how the stamper is 
formed. Kumar et al teaches that the instant formation method is well known in the art 
and such would have been an obvious way to make the stamp of Lee et al. Note that 
the instant micro-contact printing using a stamper manufactured in the instant way is 
quite conventional in the art and one of ordinary skill would have been expected to know 
of such techniques. Figure 1a of Kumar et al shows a silicon master which has been 
patterned using etching (col. 3, line 65) and RIE is commonly done to pattern molds. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mathieu D. Vargot whose telephone number is 571 272- 
1211. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 9 to 6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Colaianni, can be reached on 571 272-1196. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



M. Vargot Mathieu D. Vargot 

December 9, 2005 Primary Examiner 

Art Unit 1732 



